Inu                                         COIMBATORE  MANUAL*

and awirate enquiries there was great danger of error, especially as
records the outturn of lands; the results of Buchanan's enquiries in
1<%) ^ow the extreme difficulty of getting true information, and he
remarks on this point that " not less than a residence of ten yeais
with artu.il experiments on every crop could enable a person to speak
decidedly on the rate of productiveness which the land of any district
possesses/7 The commutation rate was also liable to error, especially
in those days of extreme fluctuation, due principally to the absence of
roads, when one or two full crops in succession, added to the punctuality
of the money demand, so glutted the local market and lowered prices,
that the ryots were ruined by their own superabundance. And it is
questionable if Mr. Hurdis had any sufficient record either of previous
outturn or previous prices, to enable him to say what was an average
crop or an average price for commutation. The following abstract
from Mr. Hodgson's report of 1807 is the only available record to be
found of Mr. Hurdis5 proceedings.2

The survey began in June 1802, and was made by " karnams and
n&ttamgars, who bound themselves to render true and faithful accounts,"
and were supervised by the amildars (tahsildars) and sheristadar; the
result was an increase in area of 51 per cent, above the account entries.
The lands were divided into seven classes, each of which was sub-
divided into first, second, and third sort; each field was entered in one
of these classes, and the measurement and classification then sent to the
buzur. To arrive at the assessment leviable on each class, enquiries
were made as to the produce and cultivation charges, and the Govern-
ment share. It is presumed, but is not stated, that the produce thus
ascertained was an average of years; the method of getting and check-
ing this average is not stated, but apparently everything rested on the
statements of the ryots and village officers, supervised however by the
superior Revenue officers. For wet lands the charges of cultivation, at
12J per cent-, were deducted from the ascertained gross produce, and
tike Government share was taken as 50 per cent, of the balance; in
garden and dry lands no calculation of the cultivation charges was
made, but the Government share was taken as one-third and two-fifths
respectively of the gross produce. The Government share was next
commuted at a price averaged from those of the past ten years, and the
rates thus arrived at wore taken as the assessment.

It appears that each, kind of land, wet, garden, and dry, contained
the above seven classes, so that there were seven classes of wet, seven
and seven dry, all having gtrrulfly technical names, and, as
above, these were each sub-divided into three sorts. But the
rates of assessment were not so numerous as would appear from this,
for the first sort of one class would be the second sort of another, and so

* It seems t&at the Bullish records were mainly destroyed in transit to Coimbatore,
, Hurdb, having been transferred, aent no detailed report to the Board of Revenue,